dzher attendsz the sixth annual Do Something Awards at
the Apolla Theater
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Awards honor Darius Weems and

other young people making positive * Add to My Profile
changes in the world. » Print
By Eric Ditzian, with reporting by Akshay Bhansali *ShareThis

In 2005, Darius Weems set out from Geordia on a

quest to travel across the country to Los Angeles and

fulfill his dream. While that sounds like a typical,

almost cliched stary, Darius' journey was just a hit different.

The 18-year-old suffers from Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (OMDY, an ultimately
fatal genetic disease that also claimed the life of his alder brother, and is confined
to awheelchair. But along with 11 college-age kids, Darius rented a wheelchair-
accessible BY and headed West to increase awareness about DMD, raise
much-needed funds far the disease and convince MTY to custamize his wheelchair
on "Fimp by Ride "



They filmed the entire journey for a
documentary that went an to
garner 28 film-festival awards

warldwide and raise $1.6 millian
for DD, On Thursday night at the

Do Something Awards at Mew

York's Apollo Theater, Darius was
hionored for his committnent to

working for positive change.

lLIsher, Akon, Hussell Simmaons
and Lil Mama were among those
in attendance to honar Darios and
the four other young people

receiving awards. The night's
overall winner, a 22-year-old named Maggie Doyvne who set up a school and

arphanage in Mepal, received $100,000 in community grants.

After Darius accepted his award and a §10,000 grant, our own Sway Calloweay
surprised the teenager with news that his doc, called "Darius Goes West" will air
an MTY2 and mtell in the fall.

" just hope my story lives on and resonates in the community and in schools, and |
just hope the stary lives on and is ahble to motivate peaple foryears and years to
come" Darius told MTY Mews,

LIsher urged young people to remember that evervone hias the ability to give back to
the community. "Faw poweer is traly in service " the singer said. "You can make a
difference. Every time that you experience some sort of change, it took [abor. 1t took
physical time to make a change.”

Akan, who founded his own charitable foundation, couldn't have heen happier to
come out in support of Darius and his fellow winners. "Wy main thing is ahvays
about the Kids at the end of the day" Akon said. "That's why we even started the
konfidence Foundation was to create a hetter environment for the kids. This right
hiere is the hlessing of it. These are the reasons why | am who | am.”

Simmons echoed that sentiment. "Whenever you see young people doing good or



giving — it's an inspiration hecause it's mostly from the heart" he said. "When we

cultivate that orwe push for that, then they become great citizens. You know we are
biorn for service. | don'twant to get too deep, but it's a science of service. When you

fit into it right, then you are happier.”

Head to Think.MTV.com to find a community where you, your friends and your
favorite celebrities can get informed, get heard and take action on the issues

that matter to you most.



